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Kircher Tree of Life 
The Kircher Tree of Life, named after Athanasius Kircher, is one of the most widely 
recognized configurations of the Kabbalistic Tree of Life, especially in Western esoteric 
and Hermetic traditions. It serves as a symbolic map of the universe and the human soul, 
depicting the path to spiritual enlightenment and the nature of God's interaction with the 
world. Here are the key elements and features of the Kircher Tree of Life: 
 

Structure and Layout: 
The Kircher Tree of Life consists of ten sefirot (singular: sefirah), which are arranged in a 
specific configuration across three vertical columns or pillars: 
• Pillar of Mercy (Right Pillar): 

- Chesed (Mercy) 
- Netzach (Victory) 
- Chokmah (Wisdom) 

 
• **Pillar of Severity (Left Pillar): 

- **Gevurah (Severity) 
- **Hod (Glory) 
- **Binah (Understanding) 

 
• Pillar of Balance (Middle Pillar): 

- Keter (Crown) 
- Tiferet (Beauty) 
- Yesod (Foundation) 
- Malkhut (Kingdom) 

 
 

The Ten Sefirot 
 
The ten sefirot are both divine attributes and stages in the process of creation. They are as 
follows: 
 
1. Keter (Crown): Represents the divine will, the source of creation, and the highest level 
of consciousness. 
 
2. Chokmah (Wisdom): Represents pure, unbounded creative potential and the first flash 
of insight. 
 
3. Binah (Understanding): Represents the process of giving form and structure to the 
insight from Chokmah. 
 
4. Chesed (Mercy): Represents love, kindness, and expansive benevolence. 
 
5. Gevurah (Severity): Represents judgment, discipline, and the ability to set boundaries. 
 
6. Tiferet (Beauty)**: Represents harmony, compassion, and the balance between Chesed 
and Gevurah. 
 
7. Netzach (Victory): Represents endurance, persistence, and the force of overcoming 
obstacles. 
 
8. **Hod (Glory)**: Represents humility, reverberation, and the power of submission. 
 
9. Yesod (Foundation): Represents the basis of connection and communication, serving as 
a conduit between the upper sefirot and Malkhut. 
 
10. Malkhut (Kingdom): Represents the material world and the physical manifestation of 
all the above sefirot. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gra Tree of Life 
The Gra Tree of Life, named after the Vilna Gaon (Gra), is a distinct configuration of the 
Kabbalistic Tree of Life. It is primarily associated with traditional Jewish mystical 
practices and the teachings of the Vilna Gaon, an 18th-century Jewish scholar and mystic. 
This version of the Tree of Life emphasizes different aspects of the relationships and 
dynamics between the sefirot compared to the more widely known Kircher Tree. Here is a 
detailed explanation of the Gra Tree of Life: 
 

Structure and Layout: 
The Gra Tree of Life retains the fundamental components of the ten sefirot but arranges 
them with different paths and sometimes slightly varied positions. The sefirot are still 
distributed across three vertical pillars: 
• Pillar of Mercy (Right Pillar): 

- Chesed (Mercy) 
- Netzach (Victory) 
- Chokmah (Wisdom) 

 
• Pillar of Severity (Left Pillar): 

- Gevurah (Severity) 
- Hod (Glory) 
- Binah (Understanding) 

 
• Pillar of Balance (Middle Pillar): 

- Keter (Crown) 
- Tiferet (Beauty) 
- Yesod (Foundation) 
- Malkhut (Kingdom) 

 
 

The Ten Sefirot 
 
The ten sefirot in the Gra Tree of Life have the same names and basic attributes as in the 
Kircher Tree, but their connections and some interpretative nuances may differ: 
 
1. Keter (Crown): The source of divine will and the highest level of spiritual 
consciousness. 
 
2. Chokmah (Wisdom): The first spark of creation and unbounded potential. 
 
3. Binah (Understanding): The process of giving form and structure to the divine 
potential. 
 
4. Chesed (Mercy): The outpouring of love and kindness. 
 
5. Gevurah (Severity): The force of judgment and discipline. 
 
6. Tiferet (Beauty): The harmonious balance between Chesed and Gevurah. 
 
7. Netzach (Victory): The endurance and perseverance to overcome challenges. 
 
8. Hod (Glory): The power of humility and reverberation. 
 
9. Yesod (Foundation): The basis of connection and communication, acting as a channel 
for divine energy. 
 
10. Malkhut (Kingdom): The physical manifestation of all the above sefirot, representing 
the material world. 
 
 
 



 

The 22 Paths 
 
The ten sefirot are connected by 22 paths, each corresponding to a letter of the Hebrew 
alphabet. These paths represent the channels through which divine energy flows between 
the sefirot and the ways in which different aspects of reality and the self are 
interconnected. They are also associated with the 22 Major Arcana cards of the Tarot, 
linking the Tree of Life to divinatory and symbolic systems in Western esotericism. 
 
Symbolism and Interpretations 
 
• Divine Interaction: The Tree of Life is often seen as a diagram of how God interacts 

with the world. Each sefirah represents an attribute of God, and the paths between 
them show the dynamic flow of divine energy. 

 
• Spiritual Ascent: The Tree of Life can be used as a guide for spiritual development. 

The ascent from Malkhut to Keter represents the soul's journey toward divine 
consciousness and enlightenment. 

 
• Balance and Harmony: The three pillars symbolize different forces in the universe: 

mercy (right), severity (left), and balance (center). The interplay between these 
forces is essential for the harmony of creation. 

 
 
 

Uses in Western Esotericism 
 
- Hermetic Kabbalah: The Kircher Tree of Life is central to Hermetic Kabbalah, which 
integrates Jewish mystical concepts with elements of Hermeticism, alchemy, and 
astrology. 
 
- Tarot: Each path on the Tree of Life corresponds to a Tarot card, linking the symbolic 
meanings of the Tarot to the sefirot and their interconnections. 
 
- Alchemy and Magic: The Tree of Life is used in alchemical and magical practices as a 
symbolic framework for understanding and manipulating spiritual and material realities. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The Kircher Tree of Life is a multifaceted symbol that provides a rich framework for 
understanding the divine, the universe, and the self. Its structured yet dynamic 
configuration allows for various interpretations and applications, making it a versatile 
tool in both spiritual and esoteric traditions. 
 

 

Differences in Configuration 
 
• Paths and Connections: The most notable difference between the Kircher and Gra 

Trees lies in the configuration of the paths that connect the sefirot. The Gra Tree has 
unique connections that reflect the Vilna Gaon’s interpretations of Kabbalistic 
teachings. 

• Symmetry and Emphasis: The Gra Tree may appear less symmetrical than the 
Kircher Tree, reflecting different mystical insights and the specific emphasis of the 
Vilna Gaon’s teachings. 

• Philosophical Perspective: The Gra Tree aligns more closely with traditional Jewish 
Kabbalistic perspectives, particularly those of the Lurianic Kabbalah, which was 
further developed by the Vilna Gaon. 

 

Symbolism and Interpretations 
 
• Divine Attributes: Like the Kircher Tree, the Gra Tree represents different attributes 

of God through the sefirot. Each sefirah reflects a specific aspect of divine 
interaction with the world. 

 
• Spiritual Path: The arrangement of the sefirot and their connections in the Gra Tree 

offer a pathway for spiritual ascent and enlightenment, with a focus on the 
teachings and mystical insights of the Vilna Gaon. 

 
• Dynamic Interactions: The unique configuration of paths in the Gra Tree 

emphasizes different dynamics and relationships between the sefirot, highlighting 
the Vilna Gaon’s understanding of divine energy flow. 

 
Uses in Jewish Mysticism 
 
- Traditional Kabbalah**: The Gra Tree is primarily used within the context of traditional 
Jewish Kabbalah, especially by those who follow the teachings of the Vilna Gaon. 
 
- Lurianic Kabbalah: It is closely related to the Lurianic Kabbalah developed by Rabbi 
Isaac Luria (the Ari), but with specific adaptations and interpretations by the Vilna Gaon. 
 
- Meditative Practices: The Gra Tree is used as a tool for meditation and contemplation, 
helping practitioners understand and internalize the divine attributes and their 
manifestations in the world. 
 
 

Conclusion 
 
The Gra Tree of Life offers a unique and traditional perspective on the Kabbalistic Tree of 
Life, emphasizing the mystical teachings of the Vilna Gaon. Its distinctive configuration of 
paths and sefirot provides a different lens through which to understand the divine 
structure of the universe and the spiritual journey of the soul. While less symmetrical 
than the Kircher Tree, the Gra Tree’s specific paths and connections reflect deep 
Kabbalistic insights and serve as a guide for those seeking to explore the rich traditions of 
Jewish mysticism. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In reviewing the tree of life and its 22 paths, there seems to be discrepancies in the way the tree is 
designed and how the Hebrew letters sit on its paths. 
 
In the sixth chapter Sepher Yetzirah it denotes that the Three Mother letters correspond to the three 
horizontal paths, the seven Double Letters to the vertical and the 12 Single Letters to the diagonals. This 
seems logical and right. The Gra tree demonstrates this while the Kircher tree totally disregards it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the Gra Tree, moving the bottom two diagonals up to emanate from 
Tiferet lets them connect directly with both Binah and Chockmah. I’m not 
sure why this seems important to me. 
 
What is not clear to me is the placement of the Hebrew letters on the tree. 
This varies widely from translation to translation. However, it would 
make the most sense if the letters were place in according to their order of 
right to left in the Hebrew Alphabet. 
 
Why is this important? I feel strongly that in understanding the paths that 
lay upon the tree, their placement gives significance to the mysteries that 
can be unfolded within the diagram. If this is a symbolic map of the 
universe and the human soul that depicts the path to spiritual 
enlightenment and the nature of God's interaction with the world, would 
it not be crucial to have the correct order of things? 

תשרקצפעסנמלכ׳טחזוהדגבא  
  


